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2026 
Associate 

Newspaper 
Contest 



3rd Place 

Bonner City Daily Bee 

Best News Photo 

Local Baby Box blessed, second in state 
 
 
Chloe Cochran 



Michelle Alaimo 

2nd Place 

Smoke Signals 

Best News Photo 

Photo from 5.1 Earth Day Jam 



Michelle Alaimo 

1st Place 

Smoke Signals 

Best News Photo 

Photo from 2.15: Blue Heron Fire 



3rd Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Best News Writing 

E-Commerce Unknown 
 
 
Christian Wihtol 



2nd Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Best News Writing 

Proof 
 
 
Mirandah Davis-Powell, Catalyst Journalism Project 



1st Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Best News Writing 

Never Forget 
 
 
Brianna Murschel, Catalyst Journalism Project 



3rd Place 

Portland Tribune 

Best Feature Writing 

Hannah Seibold 
 
 
Staff 



2nd Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Best Feature Writing 

Thriving Under Fear 
 
 
Seira Kitigawa, Catalyst Journalism Project 



1st Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Best Feature Writing 

When Life Gives You Lemons 
 
 
Camilla Mortensen 



3rd Place 

Capital Press 

Best Editorial Column 

Capital Press editorials 1, 2 and 3 
 
 
Joe Beach 



2nd Place 

Our Town 

Best Editorial Column 

A Grin at the End 
 
 
Carl Sampson 



Staff 

1st Place 

Our Town 

Best Editorial Column 

A Slice of the Pie 



Staff 

3rd Place 

Bonner City Daily Bee 

Design 

Daily Bee Design 



2nd Place 

Smoke Signals 

Design 

Smoke Signals Design 
 
 
Justin Phillips 



1st Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Design 

Eugene Weekly 
 
 
McKenzie Young-Roy 



3rd Place 

Smoke Signals 

Graphics 

2.1 Basin dams graphic 
 
 
Samuel Briggs III 



2nd Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Graphics 

Proof 
 
 
McKenzie Young-Roy 



1st Place 

Our Town 

Graphics 

Teenage homelessness 
 
 
Tavis Bettoli-Lotten 



3rd Place 

Eugene Weekly 

Target Audience Publication 
General Excellence 

Staff 

Eugene Weekly 



Staff 

2nd Place 

Our Town 

Target Audience Publication 
General Excellence 

Our Town -- community news. 



Staff 

1st Place 

Capital Press 

Target Audience Publication 
General Excellence 

Capital Press target audience 



Congratulations to all 
our winners and thank 
you for participating in 

the 2026 Associate 
Member Publications 

Contest 



2026 
Pacific NW News 

Contest 



1st Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

2025 Pendleton Round-Up Magazine 

Staff 

Best Special Section or Issue 
Division E-J 

2nd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

Gorge Giving 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

The Astorian 

Coast Weekend Nov. 13, 2025 
 
Heather Douglas 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Medicare Guide 

Advance Local/The Oregonian/OregonLive 

Best Special Section or Issue 
Division A-D 

2nd Place 

Coeur d Alene Press 

North Idaho Live Well May 2025 

 
Devin Weeks, staff 

3rd Place 

Coeur d Alene Press 

Canfield Mountain tragedy special Monday edition 
 
Bill Buley, Kaye Thornbrugh, Devin Weeks 



1st Place 

Woodburn Independent 

ICE detentions ignites fears during harvest season 

Sophia Cossette 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

Argus Observer 

Subsidiary of Israeli company to explore geothermal resources near Vale 

 
Leslie Thompson 

3rd Place 

The New Era 

The New Era Business Coverage 
 
Sarah Brown, Scott Swanson 



1st Place 

South County Spotlight 

Expanding access to the mental health care 

Kaelyn Cassidy 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division G 

2nd Place 

South County Spotlight 

Columbia County’s renewable fuel future 

 
Kaelyn Cassidy 

3rd Place 

South County Spotlight 

St. Helens sees lower profits from Spirit of Halloweentown 
 
Kaelyn Cassidy 



1st Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

The Government Camp-Cooper Spur land exchange series 

Nathan Wilson 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division F 

2nd Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

Shutting down the Pilot Rock sawmill 

 
Berit Thorson 

3rd Place 

Forest Grove News Times, Hillsboro Tribune 

Fate of Forest Grove food carts up in the air 
 
Nick LaMora 



1st Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

Eastern Washington Data Centers 

Wendy Culverwell 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division E 

2nd Place 

Longview Daily News 

Appeals court upholds Stuffys II COVID fines 

 
Nick Morgan 

3rd Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

Business news of Albany, Corvallis 
 
Hans Boyle, Ella Hutcherson 



1st Place 

Yakima Republic 

Too many apples? Overproduction worries cast  

cloud over WA harvest 

Questen Inghram 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Phoodery 

 
Buffy Pollock 

3rd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Landmark Prospect Hotel shuttered 
 
Buffy Pollock 



1st Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

Bookstores and business model 

Hannarose McGuinness 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division B-C 

2nd Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

Happy Day’s Local Food Supply 

 
Elaine Williams 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Nike’s Starfish scandal 

Matthew Kish 

Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue 
Division A 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Cash-stuffed envelopes sink PNW trucking business 

 
Ted Sickinger 

3rd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

McGilchrist construction will transform Salem street. Will businesses survive to see it? 
 
Whitney Woodworth 



1st Place 

News-Register 

Exoecting the unexpected, and more 

Steve Bagwell 

Best Editorial 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Argus Observer 

Editorials by Editor Leslie Thompson 

 
Leslie Thompson 

3rd Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

Trillhaase Editorials 
 
Marty Trillhaase 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

The Oregonian/OregonLive editorial pages 

Staff 

Best Editorial Page 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

Mid-Valley Media editorial pages 

 
Penny Rosenberg, Steve Gress 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

News-Register Viewpoints 
 
Staff 



1st Place 

The New Era 

The New Era Educational Entries 

Scott Swanson 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

Argus Observer 

Ontario becomes first high school to offer food safety inspection certification courses 

 
Antonio Sunseri 

3rd Place 

Argus Observer 

Treasure Valley Community College students go hunting 
 
Leslie Thompson 



1st Place 

South County Spotlight 

‘Who knew what and when’ 

Kaelyn Cassidy 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division G 

2nd Place 

South County Spotlight 

New on the menu 

 
Kaelyn Cassidy 

3rd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

A lockdown button was accidentally pushed at a Lake Oswego school, leading to fear and confu-

sion 

Corey Buchanan 



1st Place 

News-Register 

A kinder start 

Starla Pointer 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division F 

2nd Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

Stolen honor? 

 
Yasser Marte 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

‘We need better’ 
 
Emily Bonsant 



1st Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

Corvallis to close two schools 

Hans Boyle 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division E 

2nd Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

Federal impacts on Oregon State University 

 
Hans Boyle 

3rd Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

Teacher suspended for Charlie Kirk post 
 
Eric Rosane 



1st Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Washington Elem transfer students ousted 

Buffy Pollock 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Yakima Republic 

White Swan High School makes big changes to keep ninth-graders on track 

and improve gradua-tion rates 

Alexander Banks 

3rd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Prescott School District under tight deadline to find new funding 
 
Loryn Kykendall 



1st Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

Declining enrollment 

Miranda Cyr 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division B-C 

2nd Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

LCC pauses LPN program 

 
Miranda Cyr 

3rd Place 

Roseburg News-Review 

The value of acorns: Fremont students learn about oaks trees at Whistler’s Bend 
 
Gloria Coleman 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Oregon’s school funding formula undercounts poverty. 
Lawmakers are poised to approve it anyway 
Julia Silverman 

Best Educational Coverage 
Division A 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Investigation backlog at Oregon Department of Education leaves families in limbo 

 
Hillary Borrud 

3rd Place 

Oregonian 

Teachers are missing more school than ever. Their bosses don’t want to talk about it 
 
Julia Silverman 



1st Place 

Argus Observer 

Board members resign after emergency meeting 

Leslie Thompson 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The Graphic 

Challenges to library items in Newberg take a nefarious route 

 
Gary Allen 

3rd Place 

Canyon Weekly 

Canyon Recovery 
 
James Day and Stephen Floyd 



1st Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Wading In 

Corey Buchanan 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division G 

2nd Place 

South County Spotlight 

Falsified records, staff feuds 

 
Kaelyn Cassidy 

3rd Place 

South County Spotlight 

The Columbia County jail is facing imminent closure. Here’s how a tax levy could save it. 
 
Kaelyn Cassidy 



1st Place 

News-Register 

‘Deeping disappointing’ 

Scott Unger 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division F 

2nd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

The Government Camp-Cooper Spur land exchange 

 
Nate Wilson 

3rd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

Ivan Howtopat 
 
Nathan Wilson 



1st Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

Albany property manager Watson accused of holding onto rents 

Penny Rosenberg 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division E 

2nd Place 

Longview Daily News 

Cowlitz County gives mother wrong infant remains 

 
Matt Esnayra 

3rd Place 

Longview Daily News 

Mount St. Helens sediment affects local rivers 
 
Henry Brannan 



1st Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

In Recovery 

Staff 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Bingo doc 

 
Buffy Pollock 

3rd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Teflon Joel Caswell 
 
Buffy Pollock 



1st Place 

Bend Bulletin 

Michael Kohn 

Staff 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division B-C 

2nd Place 

Bend Bulletin 

Clayton Franke 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

Roseburg News-Review 

Coquille’s Medford casino: The uncertain future of tribal 
gambling in Oregon 
 
Andrew Griffin 



1st Place 

Spokesman-Review 

Prosecutors had to buckle down and drown out public 
noise to put Mos-cow killer behind bars for life 
Alexandra Duggan, Garrett Cabeza 

Best Enterprise Reporting 
Division A 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Hawaiian perks and dining out 

 
Jamie Goldberg 

3rd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Impact of Detroit Reservoir drawdown on Salem and Santiam Canyon 
 
Zach Urness, Whitney Woodworth 



1st Place 

Wilsonville Spokesman 

‘This is a part of me’ 

Krista Kroiss 

Best Feature Story General 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The New Era 

The New Era Best General Feature 

 
Scott Swanson, Sarah Brtown 

3rd Place 

The Chronicle 

The Bookmine turns 50 
 
Ron Hartman 



1st Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Longtime LO business owner detained by ICE 

Corey Buchanan 

Best Feature Story General 
Division G 

2nd Place 

South County Spotlight 

First-ever study of reptiles, amphibians in Columbia County published 

 
Kaelyn Cassidy 

3rd Place 

South County Spotlight 

Testing the mettle of their petals 
 
Kaelyn Cassidy 



1st Place 

News-Register 

Training games 

Emily Bonsant 

Best Feature Story General 
Division F 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

The hotter, the better 

 
Scott Unger 

3rd Place 

Tigard Tualatin Times 

Giving back 
 
Ray Pitz 



1st Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

Nagasaki and Tri-Cities forever linked 

Annette Cary 

Best Feature Story General 
Division E 

2nd Place 

Longview Daily News 

Pulling forward: Kelso McDonald’s helps worker earn high school diploma 

 
Nick Morgan 

3rd Place 

The Astorian 

“Daughter launches letter-writing campaign to keep father’s killer in prison” 
 
Aislin Tweedy 



1st Place 

Idaho Statesman 

Inside the search for Bryan Kohberger 

Kevin Fixler, Alex Brizee 

Best Feature Story General 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Sailing family, oblivious to the word can’t 

 
Buffy Pollock 

3rd Place 

Yakima Republic 

Trout Lake caters to surging demand of Pacific Crest Trail thru-hikers 
 
Michael Ambrose 



1st Place 

Bend Bulletin 

Michael Kohn 

Staff 

Best Feature Story General 
Division B-C 

2nd Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

Michael Bryson 

 
Haleigh Kochanski 

3rd Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

What drives Oregon’s Katie Fiso 
 
Alec Dietz 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

The intersection 

Noelle Crombie 

Best Feature Story General 
Division A 

2nd Place 

Spokesman-Review 

Unfortunate purple antler accessory on deer from has united fans across globe 

 
Nick Gibson 

Oregonian 

‘I am the offspring’ 
 
Fedor Zarkhin 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Regenerative farming: Oregon farmers 
say ancient methods are key to a 
sustainable future’ 
 
Tracy Loew 

3rd Place 



1st Place 

West Linn Tidings 

‘Harder than I thought’ 

Mac Larsen 

Best Feature Personality 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

Woodburn Independent 

From Woodburn to the world stage 

 
Sophia Cossette 

3rd Place 

Wilsonville Spokesman 

‘Helping anyone, no matter where in life’ 
 
Krista Kroiss 



1st Place 

South County Spotlight 

Full steam ahead 

Kaelyn Cassidy 

Best Feature Personality 
Division G 

2nd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

The ‘godfather of indie animation’ 

 
Mac Larsen 

3rd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

In the bag 
 
Corey Buchanan 



1st Place 

Tigard Tualatin Times 

Don Anderson: 100 years and counting 

Ray Pitz 

Best Feature Personality 
Division F 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

A position with purpose 

 
Starla Pointer 

3rd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

Ashes to Art Lloyd DeKay 
 
Sean Avery 



1st Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Life after prison: Walla Walla resident shares his 
crime, punishment and guilt 
Simmerdeep Kaur, Kezia Setyawan 

Best Feature Personality 
Division D-E 

2nd Place 

The Outlook 

Christopher Keizur 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

The Astorian 

“In memoriam: Pat Harrison: A life lived to the fullest, tragically cut short” 
 
Jeanne Huff 



1st Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

Friendship with an Outdoors Legend 

Eric Barker 

Best Feature Personality 
Division B-C 

2nd Place 

Roseburg News-Review 

Serving beneath the waves: The life of a submariner 

 
Andrew Griffin 

3rd Place 

Bend Bulletin 

Michael Kohn 
 
Staff 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Booed for winning a state title, this Oregon teen now 
just wants a safe place to run 
Bill Oram 

Best Feature Personality 
Division A 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

‘Real Ted Lasso vibes’: Inside Portland Mayor Keith Wilson’s first days at City Hall 

 
Shane Dixon Kavanaugh 

3rd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Homegrown actor Bentley Michaels is famous on stage and behind the mic 
 
Capi Lynn 



1st Place 

News-Register 

Do-si-mow, Shave and protect, and more 

Racheal Winter 

Best Headline Writing 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Herald and News 

Headline writing 

 
Gene Warnick 

3rd Place 

Argus Observer 

Headlines matter 
 
Antonio Sunseri 



1st Place 

The Newberg Graphic 

Federal cuts to food programs having dire impacts locally 

Gary Allen 

Best Lifestyle Coverage 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The Chronicle 

‘Spirit’ jumpstarts festival’s heartbeat: BMD reemerges with new leadership, year-round Itinerary 

 
Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller 

3rd Place 

The Newberg Graphic 

Good pavement proving to be a precious commodity in Newberg 
 
Gary Allen 



1st Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Would LO consider adding food carts? 

Corey Buchanan 

Best Lifestyle Coverage 
Division G 

2nd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

First of their kind 

 
Corey Buchanan 

3rd Place 

South County Spotlight 

‘We’re scrounging the best we can’ 
 
Kaelyn Cassidy 



1st Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

Paraglider finishes epic flight across Eastern Oregon, ending 
at Farewell Bend State Park 
Jayson Jacoby 

Best Lifestyle Coverage 
Division F 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

Carving Quartet 

 
Starla Pointer 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

Reuse, recycle, create 
 
Starla Pointer 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

5 years later, Portland lags other cities as it nurses 
pandemic-era wounds 
Mike Rogoway, Jonathan Bach 

Best Lifestyle Coverage 
Division A-E 

2nd Place 

Yakima Republic 

Investing in medical detox 

 
Olivia Palmer 

3rd Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

Just call Corvallis a ‘Nerdvana’ 
 
Tom Henderson 



1st Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

Out and About 

Jayson Jacoby 

Best Local Column 
Division F-J 

2nd Place 

Prineville, Central Oregonian 

Lon Austin, snow camping failure, dental infection 

 
Jason Chaney 

3rd Place 

McMinnville, News-Register 

Quirk of the Week 
 
Kirby Neumann-Rea 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Bill Oram columns 

Bill Oram 

Best Local Column 
Division A-E 

2nd Place 

Spokesman-Review 

Dave Boling’s entries for Best Local Column 

 
Dave Boling 

3rd Place 

Bend Bulletin 

David Jasper 
 
Staff 



1st Place 

The Chronicle 

Grieving, growing 

McKenzie Days 

Best Sports Story 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

Wilsonville Spokesman 

The Super Man 

 
Miles Vance 

3rd Place 

Wilsonville Spokesman 

Wilsonville baseball streaks to 21 straight wins 
 
Miles Vance 



1st Place 

South County Spotlight 

Kate Kessi is up-and-coming 

Wade Evanson 

Best Sports Story 
Division G 

2nd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

LO’s LaMarcus Bell Runs Wild 

 
Miles Vance 

3rd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Back on Top 
 
Miles Vance 



1st Place 

News-Register 

Saving the crown 

Nathan Ecker 

Best Sports Story 
Division F 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

Search for greatness 

 
Nathan Ecker 

3rd Place 

Tigard Tualatin Times 

Rallying for the title 
 
Wade Evanson 



1st Place 

Longview Daily News 

Kelso schools clear hurdles for track athletes 

Andrew Lwowski 

Best Sports Story 
Division E 

2nd Place 

The Astorian 

“Astoria native completes ride of a lifetime” 

 
Paul Matli 

3rd Place 

Longview Daily News 

Cowlitz County Rodeo 
 
Dan Rosenfield 



1st Place 

Yakima Republic 

Ike’s Phil English unlocked potential for high school 
runners over legend-ary 45-year career 
Luke Thompson 

Best Sports Story 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

‘Back with a vengeance’: Milton-Freewater’s Minutemen wrestle their 
way back to the top 

 
Loryn Kykendall 

3rd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Columbia Cup victory for South Medford HS 
 
Kris Henry 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Rev’s return 

Bill Oram 

Best Sports Story 
Division A-C 

2nd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Western Oregon women’s basketball investigation contained errors, 
Statesman Journal finds 

 
Bill Poehler 

3rd Place 

Oregonian 

A ‘wall of memories’: OSU baseball reaches World Series, one Polaroid 
at a time 
 
Joe Freeman 



1st Place 

The Chronicle 

Juanita’s Story 

Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The New Era 

The New Era Spot News 

 
Scott Swanson 

3rd Place 

The Chronicle 

Senior Center closes 
 
Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller 



1st Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

‘A crisis point’ 

Corey Buchanan 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division G 

2nd Place 

South County Spotlight 

County search and rescue K-9s deploy to help in flood recovery efforts 

 
Kaelyn Cassidy 

3rd Place 

South County Spotlight 

Sheriff’s office to scale back marine patrol program 
 
Kaelyn Cassidy 



1st Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

Operational updates, resources and the team coordinating Burdoin Fire 
response 
Nathan Wilson 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division F 

2nd Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

Hundreds attend Pendleton meeting on the unhoused and public safety 

 
Yasser Marte 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

Johnson retrial ends in guilty verdict 
 
Emily Bonsant 



1st Place 

Longview Daily News 

Planned attack at Kelso mall thwarted 

Staff 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division E 

2nd Place 

The Astorian 

“Coast Guard Trains Air Force” 

 
Jay Corella 



1st Place 

Herald and News 

All bogged down 

Molly O’Brien 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Justice for Hakiym 

 
Buffy Pollock 

3rd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

UnCovered 
 
Staff 



1st Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

Kohberger Sentenced 

Anthony Kuipers 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division B-C 

2nd Place 

Bend Bulletin 

Michael Kohn 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

U-Haul Explosion Kills One 
 
Matt Baney, August Frank, Elaine Williams 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Trump says he’ll send troops to Portland 

Staff 

Best Spot News Coverage 
Division A 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

24 hours outside Portland’s ICE facility: Is this what ‘lawless mayhem’ looks like? 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

Oregonian 

Blazers coach Chauncey Billups arrested, accused by feds of participating in rigged poker games 
 
Staff 



1st Place 

The Chronicle 

ICE Raids, Mining Days, Eternal Optimism 

Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller 

Best Writing 
Division H-J 
 

2nd Place 

Wilsonville Spokesman 

Krista Kroiss Best Writing Submissions 

 
Krista Kroiss 

3rd Place 

The Graphic 

Rising from the remains, Good pavement, Will you help Rierson breathe easier? 
 
Gary Allen 



1st Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Mac Larsen Best Writing submissions 

Mac Larsen 

Best Writing 
Division G 

2nd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Corey Buchanan Best Writing submissions 

 
Corey Buchanan 

3rd Place 

South County Spotlight 

‘Who knew what and when’; Hit the gas; Falsified records, staff feuds 
 
Kaelyn Cassidy 



1st Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

Nathan Wilson 

Nathan Wilson 

Best Writing 
Division F 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

Words of caring, Carving quartet, and A priceless experience 

 
Starla Pointer 

3rd Place 

Forest Grove News Times, Hillsboro Tribune 

Missing mascot resurfaces, A legacy of local sports, ‘My father doesn’t know me, I don’t know 

him’ 

Nick LaMora 



1st Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Washington State Lowriders Car Club promotes family 
and culture 

Brittany Anderson 

Best Writing 
Division D-E 

2nd Place 

Yakima Republic 

Rosa Everts, African Village and fabric store closes 

 
Tammy Ayer 

3rd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Dungeons & Dragons is therapy for those incarcerated at Washington 
State Penitentiary 
 
Kate Smith 



1st Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Best writing - Capi Lynn 

Capi Lynn 

Best Writing 
Division A-C 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Rev’s return 

 
Bill Oram 

3rd Place 

Oregonian 

The intersection 
 
Noelle Crombie 



1st Place 

Argus Observer 

Council OKs 3 firefighters in 25-26 budget 

Leslie Thompson 

Best Government Coverage 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The Graphic 

Sheriff joins cohorts in seeking clarity on federal ICE 
enforcement 

 
Gary Allen 

3rd Place 

The Chronicle 

The Rise and Fall of Flock Cameras in Springfield 
 
Ashlin Sanderson 



1st Place 

South County Spotlight 

Falsified records, staff feuds 

Kaelyn Cassidy 

Best Government Coverage 
Division G 

2nd Place 

Central Oregonian 

Proposed UGB expansion, biomass plant face resistance 

 
Jason Chaney 

3rd Place 

Central Oregonian 

Drilling down on groundwater contamination problem 
 
Jason Chaney 



1st Place 

Tigard Tualatin Times 

‘Disrespectful, discourteous, unprofessional’, 

Lauren Bishop 

Best Government Coverage 
Division F 

2nd Place 

Pendleton East Oregonian 

Pet rescues, shelters face high fines from state 

 
staff 

3rd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

Farmers Irrigation District explains rate increases 
 
Nathan Wilson 



1st Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

Franklin Jails Shakeup 

Cory McCoy and Cameron Probert 

Best Government Coverage 
Division E 

2nd Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

BFT CEO financial misconduct investigation 

 
Cory McCoy 

3rd Place 

Longview Daily News 

Kelso DOL office closes indefinitely 
 
Nick Morgan 



1st Place 

Yakima Republic 

Yakima proactive police unit and community service officers 
saved from 2026 budget cuts 
Olivia Palmer 

Best Government Coverage 
Division D 

2nd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Port board election creates possible deadline to sell Columbia-Walla Walla Railway 

 
Erick Bengel 

3rd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

DA challenged errors in prisoner sentence recalculations 
 
Buffy Pollock 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

How Washington County sewer officials scored annual Hawaii trips and 
5-star lodging 
Jamie Goldberg 

Best Government Coverage 
Division A-C 

2nd Place 

Spokesman-Review 

Many plastics end up incinerated despite residents’ best efforts 

 
Emry Dinman 

3rd Place 

Spokesman-Review 

Orion Donovan Smith for Best Government Coverage 
 
Orion Donovan Smith 



1st Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Staff 

Staff 

Best Page One Design 
Division F-J 

2nd Place 

West Linn Tidings 

West Linn Tidings 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

Prepare for landing, and more 
 
Racheal Winter 



1st Place 

Spokesman-Review 

Chris Soprych’s Page 1 designs for 2025 

Chris Soprych 

Best Page One Design 
Division A-E 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

The Oregonian/OregonLive front pages 

 
Advance Local/The Oregonian/OregonLive 

3rd Place 

Roseburg News-Review 

Trying to Survive 
 
Nathan Miller 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

How to navigate the Medicare Plan Finder 

Advance Local/The Oregonian/OregonLive 

Best Graphics 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Teacher absenteeism 

 
Mark Friesen 

3rd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Medicaid series logo and graphic 
 
Zam Ortega 



1st Place 

The Chronicle 

Fireworks and baseball 

Bob Williams 

Best Feature Photo 
Division E-J 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

Fun and Flight 

 
Rusty Rae 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

Lunar New Year 
 
Rachel Thompson 



1st Place 

Roseburg News-Review 

Winston fireworks 

Nathan Miller 

Best Feature Photo 
Division A-D 

2nd Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

A cause to dance for 

 
Chris Pietsch 

3rd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Record breaking heat 
 
Abigail Dollins 



1st Place 

The New Era 

The New Era News Photo 

Scott Swanson, Satina Tolman 

Best News Photo 
Division G-J 

2nd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

Stars and Stripes 

 
J. Brian Monihan 

3rd Place 

The Graphic 

The spectacle that is the St. Paul Rodeo 
 
Gary Allen 



1st Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

Yakima River flooding 

Bob Brawdy 

Best News Photo 
Division D-F 

2nd Place 

News-Register 

Crunch time 

 
Rachel Thompson 

3rd Place 

Kennewick Tri-City Herald 

Tri-Cities Homelessness Crisis 
 
Bob Brawdy 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Portland ICE protester 

Allison Barr 

Best News Photo 
Division A-C 

2nd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Student lead protest 

 
Abigail Dollins 

3rd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Windstorm damage 
 
Kevin Neri 



1st Place 

News-Register 

Air Time 

Rachel Thompson 

Best Photo Essay 
Division E-J 

2nd Place 

The Chronicle 

Winter Lights 

 
Bob Williams and Craig Strobeck 

3rd Place 

Woodburn Independent 

A fiesta for the ages 
 
Sophia Cossette 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

The Intersection 

Beth Nakamura 

Best Photo Essay 
Division A-D 

2nd Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

Klamath River runs free 

 
Chris Pietsch 

3rd Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

Trial by Fire 
 
August Frank 



1st Place 

West Linn Tidings 

West Linn seniors celebrate four years of excellence 

Miles Vance 

Best Sports Photo 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The Chronicle 

Tears of Joy 

 
Craig Strobeck 

3rd Place 

The Graphic 

Tough start for hoops teams 
 
Gary Allen 



1st Place 

News-Register 

Blocked at the rim 

Rusty Rae 

Best Sports Photo 
Division E-G 

2nd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

HRV Girls Soccer Celebration 

 
Zach Thummel 

3rd Place 

News-Register 

Saving the crown 
 
Rachel Thompson 



1st Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

Winning dive 

Ben Lonergan 

Best Sports Photo 
Division A-D 

2nd Place 

Roseburg News-Review 

Volleyball 

 
Nathan Miller 

3rd Place 

Lewiston Tribune 

Potato Bowl Celebration 
 
August Frank 



1st Place 

The New Era 

The New Era Best Web Site 

Sarah Brown 

Best Overall Web Site 
Division H-J 

2nd Place 

The Chronicle 

Best Overall Web Site 

 
Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller 

3rd Place 

McKenzie River Reflections 

McKenzie River Reflections 
 
Ken Engelman 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

The Oregonian/OregonLive 

The Oregonian/OregonLive 

Best Overall Web Site 
Division A-G 

2nd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

Statesman Journal - best overall website 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Rogue Valley Times 
 
staff 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

The intersection 

Staff 

Best Web Project 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

How Santiam Canyon is moving forward five years after 2020 Labor Day wildfires 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

In Recovery 
 
Staff 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Oregon mom self-deports after husband arrested and 
deported by ICE 

Teresa Mahoney 

Best Online Multimedia Element 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 

Interview: Two fentanyl survivors from the Walla Walla area 

 
Loryn Kykendall, Greg Lehman, Jake Bertram 

3rd Place 

Salem Statesman Journal 

6,000 robots help workers at new Amazon distribution center in Woodburn 
 
Kevin Neri 



1st Place 

Argus Observer 

Historic flooding spurs emergency action across county 

Antonio Sunseri, Leslie Thompson 

Best Online Coverage of Breaking News 
OPEN 

2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Trump says he’ll send troops to Portland, authorizes ‘full force’ 

 
Staff 

3rd Place 

The Chronicle 

Juanita’s Story 
 
Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller, Bob Williams 



3rd Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

Best Story of the Year 

Oblivious to the word ‘can’t’ 
 
 
Buffy Pollock 

OPEN 



2nd Place 

Oregonian 

Best Story of the Year 

Fatal error 
 
 
Maxine Bernstein 

OPEN 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

Best Story of the Year 

The intersection 
 
 
Noelle Crombie 

OPEN 



3rd Place 

McKenzie River Reflections 

General Excellence 

McKenzie River Reflections 
 
 
Ken Engelman 

Division I-J 



Staff 

2nd Place 

Canyon Weekly 

General Excellence 

The Canyon Weekly 

Division I-J 



Staff 

1st Place 

The Chronicle 

General Excellence 

General Excellence editions 

Division I-J 



Staff 

3rd Place 

Woodburn Independent 

General Excellence 

Woodburn Independent general excellence 

Division H 



Staff 

2nd Place 

The New Era 

General Excellence 

The New Era General Excellence Entries 

Division H 



1st Place 

Argus Observer 

General Excellence 

General Excellence 
 
 
Antonio Sunseri, Leslie Thompson 

Division H 



Staff 

3rd Place 

Lake Oswego Review 

General Excellence 

General Excellence - Lake Oswego Review 

Division G 



Staff 

2nd Place 

South County Spotlight 

General Excellence 

Columbia County Spotlight general excellence 

Division G 



Staff 

1st Place 

Central Oregonian 

General Excellence 

February 25, September 30, December 2 

Division G 



Staff 

3rd Place 

Tigard Tualatin Times 

General Excellence 

The Times general excellence 

Division F 



Staff 

2nd Place 

Columbia Gorge News 

General Excellence 

General Excellence 

Division F 



1st Place 

News-Register 

General Excellence 

News-Register 
 
 
News-Register staff 

Division F 



Staff 

2nd Place 

The Astorian 

General Excellence 

Three 2025 winners from The Astorian 

Division E 



Staff 

1st Place 

Mid-Valley Media 

General Excellence 

Mid-Valley Media General Excellence 

Division E 



Staff 

2nd Place 

Herald and News 

General Excellence 

Herald and News general excellence 

Division D 



Staff 

1st Place 

Rogue Valley Times 

General Excellence 

Rogue Valley Times 

Division D 



Staff 

3rd Place 

Eugene Register Guard 

General Excellence 

Register-Guard 2025 

Division A-C 



Staff 

2nd Place 

Grants Pass Daily Courier 

General Excellence 

Daily Courier 

Division A-C 



Staff 

1st Place 

Oregonian 

General Excellence 

The Oregonian/OregonLive general excellence 

Division A-C 



Congratulations to all 
our winners and thank 
you for participating in 

the 2026 Pacific NW 
News Contest 



2026 
Voorhies Award 

Scott Stoddard 



2026 
Voorhies Award 



2026 A-Mark Award 
Baker Family Public 
Service Journalism 



3rd Place 

Coeur d'Alene Press 

A-Mark Award 
Baker Family 
Public Service Journalism 

UPDATE on town hall chaos 
 
 
Kaye Thornbrugh 



2nd Place 

Idaho Statesman 

A-Mark Award  
Baker Family  
Public Service Journalism 

Special education in Idaho 
 
 
Becca Savransky 



1st Place 

Idaho Statesman 

A-Mark Award  
Baker Family  
Public Service Journalism 

Idaho gold mine 
 
 
Kevin Fixler, Ian Max 
Stevenson, Sarah Miller 



3rd Place 

Oregonian 

A-Mark Award  
Baker Family  
Public Service Journalism 

Fatal error 
 
 
Maxine Bernstein 



2nd Place 

Grants Pass Daily Courier 

A-Mark Award  
Baker Family  
Public Service Journalism 

Grants Pass pay raise proposal coverage 
 
 
Vikie Aldous 



1st Place 

Oregonian 

A-Mark Award  
Baker Family  
Public Service Journalism 

Flushing money: Hawaiian perks and dining out 
 
 
Jamie Goldberg 



Thank you for 
attending the 2026 
Pacific NW News 

Contest 


